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| THE 
AU FRHROR? 


Advertiſement. \Þ 


H E reading of theſe Diſ- 
courſes, requires neither 
much Application, ner 

 much11me. They are plain Troughts, 
| ſhort aid & ao, witch Wii be tits 'W% 

dei ſtood without difficulty, aud 
cad withleſs than a Minutes ex= *} 
peace. Theſe Thoughts are mot 
purely Moral, reſpe Fing only the 
Duties of Natural Honefiy , as do 
| thoſe of Epidtetus and Seneca : 
' hey areChriftian Thoughts, which 
\ have for their 0bje& the moſt in - 
; portant Verities of the Foith and 
| the Higredl Maxims of the Goſpel. 


RY 
Tn. ONES 


Theſe Thoughts are not wy pro- 
per for thoſe that lives retired, and 
A 2 are 


The Author's 


fre frequently exerciſed in Pray- 
ur 5 out for thoſe alſo that are 1 
waged in the World and little $4 "7 
1 things above « For even hoſe 
very Pe ſon's that are mod faroig'y 

ed ro th? Earth, may ſom-times 
raiſe their Eve STO [ieluvo7s {un 
Great, or how embara ever; 7 
wemchs Supt may be, be my: 
EVECr y þ; rye [2 1fure C3107; ſur 
0777 Ma J1CHTS FC. & i; PR,» þ and. Jl Mie 
urgency of our Þ, ft *[Y PErmits is 
710t tO make reſt lat 4 {it 11997 
we may at eat every Day t. the 
£ood Thought, before we apply vn 
fc Toes r0 our FT FED 


The De fig il Ji th 1; [1ttle Eco IN 
to furniſh you witt Tl, onghts ſ T9. 
very Day"! of He B: kite For 10 wit 8 © 
£004 uſe of theſ: Thonpins, the 7 t- 
lowing I lerboJ Is 0 be ele ved; 


In the Morning after you bc 
aicred Gol, oY ſertted J04 
ſelf .in kis Preſence, read the 


Thounhts of that Day ; but read 
ther: 


Advertiſement. 

ren leiſurely that you may under- 
8.174 them throughly. Tf you have 
a little time, pauſe upon the firs 
Article, before you paſs 02 19 the 
ſecond, Be not contented with a 
ſimple Apprehenſion af the Truth or 
Maxim you have read ; Penetrate 
it, reliſh it, and make Application 
of it to your ſelf. If your Affairs 
he too preſſing, you may ret fatis- 
fied with only reading them. Chri- 
8:41 Thoughts have the ſame ope- 
ration upon Souls, that the Seal 
hath upon the Wax ; bow little ſo- 
ever they enter into our Minds, 
they fail not to leave ſome Impreſſi- 
01 behiad them. If you cannot read 
theſe Thoughts in the Morning, nor 
during the Day, wead them in the 
Evening, before you go to Bed. 


The Traftiſe that immediately 


follows the Thoughts, is important 


and eafie and therefore not to be 
omitted. An At of VYertue and 4 
little RefleFion, ave (oor made. 


A 2 The 


The Author's, &c. 
The Paſſuge at the end: ar? 45 7 
Compendium. and Extrat of th- 
Fhoughts of that Day ©. They in few 
iPords room of the 5 Senſe and 
rs -ngth of them. They are ſnort, 
node Hy relain'd ; they are touck- 
ing, are very fit Is ns ite, ſult ain, 
and mowriſ the Soul durizg the 
D ty. They are Grains of Eſſ-ice., 
mhich contain pre at Vertue 133 4 
title bulk, and Operate much 11 4 
tittle time, When you ſhall have 
read over the Thoughts of all rh: 
Dai of the Month, you muſt r2ad 
them over again, that you ny u- 
derand the m per f-ftly, and make 
the be Avant vi of them, Ther 
are alwiys ſome freſh Diſrov2ri-s 
10 b2 made is ihe Irutns of tio 
Gojp: 1, The "'Y. are Mines that car- 
mr b2 109 of ren digged into : And 
are 2ſo Seeds, which will ;rot fru 
wn our Hearts, if they tike ot 
CeD Root 17 them, 


For the Firſt Day of 


the Month. 
Of Faith. 


I. LL that Faith teach- 
eth us, 1s grounded 
upon the Authority 

of God's Word. The Church 

has learnt from the Meuth of 

Fejus Chrift, what ſhe propoſes 

to the Faichtul for the Object 

of their Belief. No Man can 

Y0 out of the Way, who has 

Truth i: telf for his Guide. 

2. What avails it for a Chri- 
ſtian to have Faith, ifhe ale ir 
not for a Rule of his Conver- 
{ation ” It 15a greater Folly tv 
doubt of the Truth of a Do- 
&rine, wWhichGol has reveald, 
Which fo many Maiartycs have 
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2 Chriſtian Thoughts. 
ſigned with their Blood, which 
has been confirmed by 1o ma- 
ny 'Miracles, and waich the 
Devils themſelves have upon 
{0 many Occations conicfled ; 
but it is a far greater Folly to 
believe this Dottrine true, 
and to live as if we doubted 
not but it were falſe, It is.to 
believe, as do the Devils, not 
to Sveponformably't to our Be- 
lick. 

Faith then ſhall henceforth 
bs the Principle of my Acti- 
ons, and the Rule of my Life : 
Whatever that condemns, 1 
ablolutely condemn, maugre 
all the Repugnances of Na- 
ture. I will on all Occations 
oppoſe the Maxims of the 
Goſpol againit thole of the 
World. What faith theWorld ? 
That I muſt follow mine In- 
clinations, that | muit ſuffer 
nothing, fo, But what ſaith 
Feſus Chri ft 2 He faith qu ire 
contrary, Who now 15 moit £0 

be 
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Chriſtian Thorglts, 3 
credited ? Feſus Chriſt, or 
he World 7 
(Give Gul thanks that Vou 
are a Member -ot © his. true 
Church, and liy your Creed 
diftinetly, as 4t yon were © 
make a ivlemna Profeſion 0 
YOUr L aith. 
Ala? wob;s frdeme INC 
O wag -nCreaie our F 
ques ©: 721-0 162 C70 


Lis. protijt,f 5s 
1,5 G: Hit: 'r ar rFerre 
_— 
W ha To ay 21H 1t-1 Man To Iiva 


a Chriſtian Faith, and lead 


an Heathenith L rf, 


Of the End. for which 11a: 
9/9 
was Created. 


OD alone is our laſt 
End; he could no: 
A 5 create 


4 Chr oft tart Thewght,. 


create us but for himſelf; On: 
very Heart diclates to us, that 
eare mid? only tor (ot ; 
and we cannot contrartict ir, 
Witnout betraying. our own 
INaturc. 

2. EVery 0ne.ouclitto tive 
What b:ionss.to ain E201 
then 52 act's, ftincewe belong 
to Got; it we are hi not wil- 
linglr, as ns C; Hdren;. we 
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Empire of 3s Cx009 364 "O88 


uniler tie ag16. 4h 3 5227) EIN By 
itic®; chu wWhic: 4311 Hze 


3. EVEry-thii GUN! t5 
tend to its Op all 
cording to its Natur IR 
which iz made to < LQNECN US 
ſhould deny his lig! 1t to Men, 
he would bo as if he were not ; 
or rather he wouli be a Mon- 
fter in the World. Tha: there 
15 nothing more  ul=leis, Or 
more 


Corifrian Tioughts, 5 
Go 

more monſtruous, than an 
Heart, which being created 
only tor God, 15 not wholly his. 
Do 1 behave e my lelfas a Crea- 
ture that is made only forGod? 
Are ail my Thoughts, and all 
my Actions, lirected unto him? 
Alas! How tew things do J, 
which 1 can truly ſay are for 
God ? What make we upon the 
Earth, if we perform not the 
only Aﬀtair for which we are 
placed therein ? 

Take here a Reſolution to 
fcarch only after Got, anil to 
rob him of notlitiy that ap- 
P2rtains to hime 
Dominns meus, © Deis mes. 

Joan 20. 

Ah, thou: art. my Lori, and 

my (xc d, 


Totum te exifit, qui 191i I fe- 
cit. St. Angult. 
He that hath made you all 
that you are, may jultly re- 
quire of you that you be 
wholly 111%, Foe” 


* aw vr —— 


- , 
- p <4 f 
Of Dent. 


_" L has Zreatrea- 
/ J . J,2 1, 
{O11 to ON l Deatn, 


when he lives not like a Chri- 
tian. What Account is to b- 
given atter a WOT KIMLy and lon 
z lia) Lite ! Wl 1}at ia PEACE W1il 
it be, to have loft 1! 1] io ng 
GOPLL nities of our Salvation 7 
O tad Death to C{2 the Enemy 
of God! O tunrct Moment, 
Which Wan mn co Tem- 
porary I']-atil 
nin 0 "< 

- Eh. ous would: af-:the 
Hour of Death that i had 
done ?. Let us dp that now, 
which we $121 then with to 
have done. Thcre 35 n0 time 
to be loſt; Every Moment 
may ne the laſt hour of Lie 3 
the longer we have ive, the 
ne1--r wa are to our Grave 
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Chriſtian Thougots, 57 
Our Peath 1s ſo much nearer, 
2>1t as been delayed. 

2. Vi hat” Juds MENT ſhall 1 
make of the th ings 'of this 
W orld;. when 1 1u!t forfake 
them 2 Letus at ot it take 
Countel of Death, who is 
f:itoful, and will not deceive 
us ; What will become of this 
Beauty, this Neoney, this Plea- 
{ure, 1118 Honour : ” W Bat eſti- 
nate "Y he macle of them at 
Death ? Daring this Life we 
aro deceiv'd by ap; ISATANCES; >at 
Peath, thi: ZS areleenas they 
aro. Man living one ms this 
World; dying he deipites it. 
V. 20M ought we to believe, 
Man living, or Man dying ? 
Al! Hew tigalla Matter, will 
the World appear to us by the 
lizhi otthat horch, which will 
enlighten us ON the Bec of 
Death! But Alas! we ſhall 
then no longer have time to 
undeceive our lelves. 

Fhinkupon what you ſhould 

| moſt 


nom "SO wo 


8 C Drift ian Thonohts, 
C2 
moſt fear it you were to die 
pre{ently,and take order there 
in as ſoon as may be. Accu- 
ftom your lelf in every Att of 
the Day,to do what you woul:! 
do if you were to-die as ſoon 
as it is done. Aboveall keep 
this Prattile in the Ute of the 
Sacraments. 
Uno tanmm gradu ego Morſys dr. 
vidimure 1. Reg. 
[ am perhaps but one ftep 
trom Deatl:. 
Chriſtiano craſtinum mon eſt. 
Tertul. 
A Chriftian has no Das, tha; 
he can call to Morro:y. 


For the' Fourth Day. 
Of the laft Fudgmernt, 
Is My Soveraign Judge | 


I muſt then one Day 
87 « 
. 


re ee ee 


a IE Sy 


Christian Thoughts, 9 
pzar before your Tribunal, 


47) 
tacre to. be judged according 
t9 the 1 or Good which 1 


ſhall l:2ave done in this Life. I 
b-1lieve-the Truth as firmly, 
as if the Trumpet had airea- 
dy ſounded for to awaken all 
the Dead. 

2.. What ſhall. we ſay at 
the fighe of fo many Evil 
Thoughts, of lo many Crimi- 
nal Actions, of to many 5i1ght- 
el Graces? O how terrible 
will be the Day of. our i.ord's 
Wrath, when all ſhall be dit- 
covered, even to the moit ſe- 
cret Motions of our Heart; 
wicen all ſhall be accounted 
tor, even to the ſhorte{t Mo- 
ments, and leaſt Sigh; and 
when no abatement thall be 
mac ! The Juſt will ſcarce be 
found juſt, what then will be- 
come ot Sinners ? 

+. What Sentance ought an 
11penitent Sinner to expect 
fOM an ineXorable God ? O 
| aread- 


To ge rift 147 Thougints, 
dreadtul Sentance ! Go ye. co:7e 
ſed, &c, Alas! O Lord, whi- 
ther ſhall theſe unhappy Ons 
0, to whom Fyou five your 
Malediction? To what parc 
or the World will you have 
them retire themlelves, lince 
they muſt zo from you? Where 
can be ſo funeſt an Abodc 2 To 
be baniſt'd from the preſence 
of God, to be accurled of Ged, 
what a iorcion 15 this ! 
Think your fclf preſented 
hefore the Tribunal of Feſis 
Chriſt, and accuſed of whar 
you will be moſt aſhamed oft : 
Think well thereon, and rc- 
member that the moſt ſecret 
Sins will become public at the 
Day of Jrd4gment, it they be 
not effaced by Penitence. 
Ante faciem indignationis ejus 
quis ſtabit ? Naum. 1. 
Who can ftand before the 
Face of an irritated God ? 
Va etiam laudabili vite Fommun, 
fi remota miſericordia diſcutias 
came St. AULs LUnfor- 


CiriStian Thoughts. IT 

Uno is that Life, how 

zular ſoever it be, which 

Foul, O my God, ſhall exa- 
mine without Mercy ! F 


CO EIA AAAS wy re OE AS os GOES AGE 


For the Fitth Day. 
Of Heaven. 


F, Eaven! O how great 

|- is that Word ! He 
that lays Heaven, ſays the 
Ablecation of all III, the Col- 
leftion of all good, the Maſter 
piece of God's Magnificence, 
the Price ofFeſus Chr ST (Blood, 
The Accompliſhment of all 
the Deſires of Man's Heart, 
and ſomerhing more than all 
tits. 

2. To ſee Gol clearly, and 
ſach as he is, 1n his Glory, to 
love God without Meaſure, to 
enjoy God without fear ofever 

loting 
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12 Chiihian Thoughts, 

loſing him to be happy with 
the felicity of God himſelf, 
this 1s theObjett of my Hopes. 


Ah? I have but a few days of 


exile and Pilgrimage, and 
then I ſhall eternally be with 
him whom my Soul loves. 

3. What matters 1t where 
we are here below, ſo we b- 
with Feſus to all Eternity ? 
Can I with juſtice complain 
of ſuffering a little pain, that 
I may obtain an infinite Feli- 
city? The Martyrs bought 
Heaven with the Price of thejr 
Blood, and yet beleived that 
the Purchaſe coſt them no- 
thing. O bleſſed Eternity ? 
Aid Men but truly know thy 
Value. | 

Stir up in your ſelr an ar- 
dent detire to ſee God, and at 
the Sight of Heaven, 100k up- 
on the Earth with Contempt. 
Did your Thoughts but {eri- 
ouſly reflect upon Paradiſe, 
you would neither admire nor 


f- ar 
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Chriftian Thoughts 13 
fear any thing in this World. 
S7t145or cum apparuerit gloria tut. 
Plal:; I '5. 

Heart will not be wholly 
fatisfhed, till I ſee Got in 
Nis Glory. 

Si; Labor terret, merces vitet. 
St. Bern. 

If the Labor affright 1 us, let 
the reward encouray E as. 


For the Sixth Day. 
Of Hel. 


OW sxsreat an Horror 
ſhould we hav2 of 
Hel, could we but hear the 
lamentable Cries of the Dam- 
ned ! They figh, they - ors 
they roar like Wild Beaſts, i 
the midſt of the Flames ; hey 
accule themſelves of theirSins, 
they bewail them, and they de- 
teft 


——_ - MD iwm— = >. ir mort 


14 Chriftian Thoughts, 
teſt them, but it is too late» 
Their Tears ſerve only to 
augment the heat of that Fire, 
wherein they burn without 
being conſumed. O ! how r1- 
g0rous, and withal, how una- 
vailable is the Penance of the 
Damnet ! 

2. Never to ſee God; to 
burn ina Fire, whereof ours 
is but the ſhadow ; to ſuffer at 
one and the ſame time all ſorts 
of Miſeries, and that without 
any Comfort, without any re- 
laxation; to have always De- 


vils before ones Eyes, always 


Rage and Deſpair in ones 
Heart; what a wretched dying 
Life is this ! 

3. Thele Miſerable Ones 
are inraged, that they have 
had ſo many Opportunities of 
being Saved, and have neg- 
leted them. The Remem- 
brance of their paſt Pleaſures 
is one of the moſt ſenſible of 
their To:ments ; but nothing 

13 


4 A ina. 


ce ed. meas al. Ho © 


Christian Thoughts. I5 


15S more terrible to them, than 


that they cannot loſe the Re- 
membrance of that God, whom 


' they have loft by their neg- 
| lect. 


Deſcend in Spirit into Hell; 


conn of the Damned what 


it was that brought them thi- 


' ther ; Queſtion them about 


their prelent Eftate ; and 

learn of them to fear God, and 

ſhun the danger you are in. 

Quis poterir |: abitare de vobjs cum 
Tigne devorante ? Hal. 2 32. 

Which of -you, © Senſual 
Sonls, carl live i 1n devouring 
Flames 2 

Ardor Gehcana ardorem extin«+ 
guit Iuxurie. St, Ihdor, Pe- 
Iul. 

The Fire of Hell extinguiſh 

eth the Fire of ConcupiC- 

CONCEs 
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16 Christian Thoughts. 
For the Seventh Day. 


Of tre Eternity of the Tor- 
meiits of Hell. 


AN tae Wrath of Go 
proceed any farther, 
than to panifh thoſe Pleafures, 
whole duration 15 1o ſhort, by 
Torments, whicle never ſhall 
have end? To be unhappy, 
as long as God ſhall be (5+, 
on great 15 that Unhappi- 

S$? Is it not enough, that 

ne  Miſeries of the Damned 
are extreme © Muit they allo 
be Eternal? The Prick -o: 
a. Pin 1s but a very light Sore ; 
yet were the Pain thereof to 
continue for ever, it would he- 
come inſupportable : Wat 

then will this be ? 

2, Q, Eternity! When a 
Damned Perſon ſhall have ſhed. 
as many Tears, as would ſut- 

Nnce 


the ER 
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Chriſtian Thouohts. 17 
''ce to make up as many Ri- 
vers and Seas as are in the 
whole World, ſhould he ſhed 
aut one every Hundred Years, 
he will, after ſo many Millions 
of Years, have advanced no 
farther, than if he but then 
began to ſuffer. He muſt be- 
gin again anew, as if he had 
already endured nothing ; and 
when he has begun aan, as 
often as there are Sands upon 
the Sea Shore, Atoms in tic 
Air, and Leaves in theForeft:, 
all this will be accounted for 
nothing. 

3. The Damned are nof on- 


ly obliged to ſuffer during ali 


Eternity, but every Mement 
alſo of their Sufterings is to 
them Eternity it {elf. *Eterni- 
ty is always preſent with them; 
Eternity is an Ingredient in all 
their Torments ; they have al- 
ways this in their Minds, that 
theirSufferings willnever end. 
O cruel Thought! O deplo- 
rable 


i 
| 
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13 Chriſtian Thoughts, 


rable Eftate! An Eternity of 
burning, an Eternity of w 21l- 

Ing, an "Eternity of rateinet | 
O that we could conceive this 
as the Damned do! 

Make an Act of Faith, con- 
cerning the Duration of the 
Pains, whcerewith the Divine 
Jufkice puniſheth one Mortal 
Sin. We muſt at leaſt believe, 
what we cannot cComprenhent d. 
Jt is a great unhappinels tor a 
Chr iſt. an, not to be perlwaded 
of the Ecernity of Hell Tor- 
ments, but by his own Experi- 
ENCE. 


oo 


ibit Zomo in domium arernitars 
ſux. Eccl. 12. 

The Sinner atter his Ne” 
ſhall go unto his Eternal 
avode. 

Periifje ſemel atermm «ft. In- 
cert. nk 

Re that is once Damned, is fo 
for eyer. 


For 


c—_—_——_—_ Coe oe IO O__— Ys 


_—” OOO IDS w——_ 


Oy mr r= ——2>——— ww vw > —_— 


Chriſtian Thoughts. 19 
For the Eighth. Day. 
Of the Preſence of God. 


OD at th:3 inſtant be- 
noids me, a3 1t there 


were none but I in the World g 


or rather he 15 12 me, as an 
Eze infinitely eniightned , 
which obſerves 1 ne,a ad from 
which nothing can be con- 
cealed; He Ces me with 
the fame Light, wherewith 
he comprehends himtelf, and. 
with an Application of Mind 
fo ſtrong. as; if. he. ceaſed 
to Co! ntemp plate himtelf, for to 
ftuly and 'C arch me to the 
bottom: This I believe, ant 
ddore God preſent, and thus 
atting in me. 

2. It is a Thouſand: times 
more lhame to me, that m\ 
Sins ſhould appear ia the ſight 
of God, than to have them Ex 
pole to the view of the waoe 
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20 Chriſtian Thoughts, 
World. Woull you do that 
before a Servant, Which you 
do in the Prelence FINE King 
of Kings? What a dlin aneis 
Is 1t to tear 16 much the Eves 
of the Workd, and lo little the 
Eyes of God *7 

2. All the Darkneſs of the 
Night is not thick enough to 
hide us trom the Light it lelf; 
The moſt remote and moft 
folitary Retircments, are fil> 
led with the Divine Majeſtsx. 
What necd we ſhun the com- 
pany and tizht of Men? We 
find God every where. 

Place your felt in the Pre- 
ſence of God, and ee if there 
be nothing in you which may 
be oftentive to his Eyes. En- 
deavour to accultom your tclt 
to the practice of the Prelence 
of God ; it is an Ettectual Re- 
medy againſt Sin. God lees 
inc: there needs no more than 
thisRetlection to reſtrain you, 
when you are in the heat of 
Your Faſhon. Oculi 


Oculi met ſemper ad Dominum. 

.” Pal. 24 

I have always our Lord betorz 
mine Eyes. 

Sj peccare vis, quare, ubi non te 
vide. Deus, © fac quod vis. 
St. Aug. 

It you have a mind to Sin, 
ſeek out a place where God 
cannot ſee you, and then 
do what you will, 


— _ 
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For the Ninth Day. 
Of Diſobedience in our 


Selves. 


'D Here 15 nothing a Man 


ought to fear ſo much 

3s Him'ielt: His own Weak- 
ne{s ought to be more formi- 
dable to him chan ail the Pows- 
ery ot Hell. "There needs but 
=— One 


Cor:ft 14N Thoughts. 2 5 ; | 
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22 Chriſtian Thoughts, 
one 1i2h, but one word, brit 
one look to Yanguiſh him. A- 
dam inned , Solomen forgot 
God. St, Peter denied Feſus 
Chriſt, What will become of 
the Rees, if the leaft Wind 
OVerturns the Cedars ! 

2. Man ts tor the moſt part 
overcome Without ever deins 
attacked; our Pations ard 
our Scales every Moment 
conſpire a2,11it us; Our own 
Heart is vour mwoft dangerous 
Fnemy. Tnole whom Perie- 
Ccutions could not ſhake, have 
fallen in the Detart ; After 


_ they had overcome buth Ty- 


Tants and Devils, they were 
themſelves conquered by their 
own Concupilcences. Have a 
Care of truſting too muck to 
your lc lt. 

2. Lhe greatcft Saints have 
trembled at the only thovght 
of the ſtate of their Souls be- 
fore God. Anchorites and 
Penitents have been heard 
tigth 


ChriStian Thonghts, 23 
ſigh art the Hour of their 
Death, in expectation of the 
, formidable Sentence of Di- 
H . ” "HP E . 
vine Juſtice 3 not knowing 
what they were,or what might 
become of them. There needs 
1 but one Moment to make a 
' Saint hecome a Reprobate. 
Say with St. Philip Nerius, 
Have a Care of me, O Lord, 
f titis Day ; for if you leave me 
: tomy ſelf, I ſhall betray you. 


Qui ſe exiſtimat ſtare, videat ye 
calate 1 COr. 10s | 
Let him that thinks he ſtands, 

take heed leſt he fall. 
Curmuy ſis in to, noi ejſe ſe- 

f (rus. Ste. Bern. 

Aithough you are in a place 
of aſſurance, do not yet 
think your {elf ſecure. 
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2.4 Chriſtian Thought s, 
For the 10th Dar. 
Of the Horrour of Sin, 


I. O W ereat a loſs it is 

to loſe God! Men 
think themlelves undone when 
they loſe their Goods by a 
Suit of Law, by th2 breaking 
of their Debtors, or by ſome 
other Accident. What then 13 
it to loſe an Inhnite God ? 
Wretched 1s that Soul, which 
by one $13 loſeth his God ; but: 
much more wretched 1s thar, 
which ſers at light the luiing 
of God. 

2. O Sin, how frequent art 
thou among Men, and yet 
how unknown to Men! in 
iporting and recreating our 
ſelves, ro make our ſelves the 
Object of GoQl's Wrath, what 
Sport , what Recreation 15 
this ? God, who is nothing 
but Lore, infinitely hates the 
Slit- 


roy A 


— = 


ey ny, 


— « 


. Christian Thoughts. 25 
Sinner. To hate a little, 13 
ro With one a little ill ; ro 
hate to the Death, 1s to de- 
tire ones Death; but to hat- 
infinitely, is what cannot be 
by us comprehended. What 
do we fear, if we fear not this 
terrible Hate of God! | 

2- The fight of Mount Ca!- 
w4ry, 1s Certainly a very dread- 
ful Spettacle ; yt the ſtate of 
a Soul, deprived of Grace, 15 
tar more dreadful than that 
of a God dying upon a Croſe. 
Feſus died only to deftroy Sin : 
Sin firikes more Horrour in- 
to him than Death. 

Endeavour to get a true 


Sorrow and Compunttion tor 


your Sins. Of all your lofles, 

weep only for that of Grace z 

becaule there 1s none but that, 

which can be repaired by 

TeaTrs. 

Quem frutlum havuiſtis in ili, 
in quibus nunc crubeſciy ? 
Rom. 6, 

B 4 What 
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26 Chriſtian Thouzhts. 

What have you gained by all 

your Sins, more than the 
ſhame to have committed 
them ? 

Ve anime aydaci, que ſperavit, 
ft a te receſſiſſet fe aliquid me- 
lizs babiturum. St. Auguſt. 

Wo to that audacious Soul , 
that running, from you, O 
my God,hopes to find a bet- 
ter Objett. 


—— — LC 


For the 11th. Day. 


Of the Care of our Salvati- 


07, 


x; HE Buſineis of Sat- 


vation 1s properly . 


Man's Butineſs: Every thing 
Elſe 1s to be accounted as na- 
thing. TheEnterpriſes of Prin- 


4 ces, the Intrigues of Courts, 


Wars, Negotiations,&c.are but 
Amul-- 


_—_— —— — ———— . 
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Ciiriſlien Thovghts, 27 
. «> 

Aitcments- and Toys for 
Chiliren. Our only important 
ATI is to ſerve God, and 

1k our ownSalvation. Here: 
1} CON, iſts'a ll the Wealth, all 
ee rorfetiion, and all the 
Hap;:inetsof Man. Wearcno 
longerRational,we are no lon=- 
TE) MCtly it we neglect an Af- 
fiir the Conleque bCes Where» 
of are lo great, the Snccets 
whereof 1s .{o uncertain, and 


the loſs whereot 18 fo irrepa- 


rahle. Waat blindneſs, what 
ſcupidity is it, to take ſo mucl 
care how to livz, and fo little 
how to live well! To mind 10 
nuch the making ourtF ortune, 
and ſo little the obtaining our 
Salvation ) What doth it” pro- 
{ita Man to SAL the whole 
World, and i0:e his own Soul ? 
2 All Creatures were made 
only for our Salvation ; They 
become unprofitable when 
they are not made uſe of for 
this purpole. Thus when Man 
B 5 ceales 


—_ 0 
\ 


28 Chriſtian T 99 Tht 


ceains to labour for his Salva- 
£10N, the Sun ovght no longc: 
to ſhine, the He dVens SiraNE 
ro ſtand &1ll, the Earth onabr 
no more to bring forth any 
Fruit tor him, the Ange!s 
ought to avandon him; wy 
rather, ali C reature: QUZNL 
with him again to be annilii- 
lated. He is not worthy to 
live, when he lives not. toc 
Lows 

The- greateſt. part:- of 
ads in the mean cine, think 
of nothing lets than how thes 
may be ſaved: They f21%G 
Care tor every thing bur the! 
Salvation. They would Kao 
every thing bring them tome 
profit : This Money mutt h2 
put out to Intereſt, this Land 
muſt be better Manured, rhe 
Rents muſt be Advance. 
They lament all Loffes, ex- 
cept that which 1S 1Irrecovera- 
ble. They are at great FE x- 
pences for their Bodies, Mt 


. 
” 
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Cri {Han F hourhts, 2.9 
beſtow nothing on their Sou ;. 
We live as it our Soul were 
noae of ours, as it it were the 
Soul of our moſt mortal Ene- 
my,-'as it it: were. the Sou! 
of a Beaſt; or rather, as it 
we had no Soulsat all, or elſc 
had one only that we might 
loſe 1t. 

Take a Reioinon to fave 
your {lf at what rate loever, 
and imitate Pope Bznnct the 
T welfch, who bejng requeſt-d 
by a King to d9 tomewhat 
that was unjuſt, ſaid, Had 1 rwo 
Souls, I would pive one of them 
for this Prince, but having. out 
one, 1 an. reſolve not to loſe it. 


Tnum eft nece(ſarium. Luke 10. 
'Ihere 1s but one thing necel» 

Lily. 
4h; Salurs dammun eft, itlic utiq; 
jam lucrum nullun eſt. S.Eucl. 
Tere 1s no benefit to be ex: 
pected, where we canuot 
nnd that of our Salvation 2 
It 1 


yrs > #1&-:3W o 
no HE non: ooo oor. 


Pp a * 


Ay nt NT ts 


< 21% < »- 


30 Chriſtian Thoughts. 
- - _ » 
It we lole our Soul, we loſe 
All. 


For the 12th Day. 


O7 m9 delaying our Con- 
verſion. 


Have too long dela yed 

to give my le1t to God. 
[t looks. as if 1 endeavoured 
T2 clcape out of his Hands. 
1> it cen ad! ilgrace to be his ? 
Is it a ſhame to pur an end 
to a ſhametul Liic ? Can We 
too ſvon have a Beauty tha 
15 infinitely amiable? To Mor- 
T0, to Morrow. And why not 
to Day? Why not tins very 
Hours Wull my Chains to 
Morrow be more ealie to 
break? Will my Heart he 
then more foft 2 No, without 


doubt; Time, which decays 
EVeLY 


Chriſtian Ti nourhts. 31 
excry thing elle, ſtrengthens 
11] k2djzts; By delaying. the 
Remedy, we render the DNi- 
ſeaic incurable. 

2, What is it that hinders 
us from following the Voice 
that calls us. ro Penance ? 
What 1s 1t that trightens us ? 
1 grant that 3t 1s Uficult to 

change our Courſe of Life: 
But what ought not a Chrifti- 
an to do, thar adores 2 Cruci- 
fied God, and hopes for Eter- 
nal HappincF by him? If 
we have any thing .to fear, it 
is the abuſe, we make of God's 
Graces. 

2. Shall I delay? Is the fa- 
ure time in my power ? Am[l[ 
Maiter of it? God with pa- 
gr expects me z 1t 15 true, 

tne Scripture ſays 1t ; but 1t 
tells me not how long I have 
to live. He that has Pro- 
miſed Pardon to the Penitent, 
has not promiſed to Motrow 
to the Sinner, Perhaps I ſhall 
have 


, 
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32 Chriſtian Thouohts, 


have time 3 but perhaps alſo 
L ſhall have none. 15 not that 
Man Mad, who will ground 
his Salvation upon a' Per- 
haps ? 

Reflect upon the long time 
that you have delayed to give 
YOUr {elf to God, and trem- 
ble at the fight of the danger 
wherein you are, 

Dixi, Nunc capi. Pal. 79. 

The Relolution 1s taken, I 
will this very Hour begin 
to ſerve God. 

Nullz ſatis magna fecurit s, ubi 
periclitatur arernit#. S. Greg. 

No Security can be too great, 
when Eternity 15 at ſtake. 
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For the 15th Day. 
Of Humane Reſpe#!:. 
HE. World talks : Les 


it talk, Shall the bad: 
lins 
& 


Ciritian Thoughts, 33 
tit of Fools kinder. you from 
being wiſe? But what will 
4 People fay 2 They will ſay, 
that you fear God more than 
Men. The greateſt Liber- 
cry will efteem you in their 
Soul, and will fay to them- 
-ſelves, that you have reaſon 
tor what your do. But what 
matter 13 it What Men fav, 
proven GO your Duty, 

and God be pleaſed : 0 | 

2. What a Cowardice it 1s 
to be aſhamed of the Goſpel? 
We glory to wear the Livery 
of a Prince, and are aſhamed 
ro wear that of Feſys Chriſt. 
The moit contemptible Me- 
Chanicks make a publick Pro- 
felſion ef their Trade in the 
Worid ; and Chriftians dare 
10L appear Chriſtians in the 
Clurch. The Son of God will 
ectre his Father be aſhamed 
0: taat Soul, which has been 
a'!hames of him before Men. 


2. And 


ins 4 
34 Chritian Thoughts, 

'2- And what ? Has the Ado- 
rable Feſus any thing to be 
aſhamed of ? Is His Name 1n- | 
tamous? Is it a Diſgrace to 
follow his Maxims and his 
Example 2 You are not «- 
ſhamed to be Licentious, to 
be a Blaſphemer, you even 
glory in it ; but you are a- 
ſhamed to be Holy and Vir- 
tuous. However, let the 
World ſay what it will, he is 
the honeſteſt Man, that icrves 
God the moſt faithtullv, and 
makes the higheſt Proteliion 
to ſerve him. 

Ask your (elf, Whether ti:is 

- Phantom of the World dozs 
pot affright you, and hinder 
you from ſatisfying all the 
Obligations which Chriftiani- | 
ty requires at your Hands. 


oA—_ 


Non erubeſco Evangelium. Rom. 
Is 
1 am not afhamed of the Go: 
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Quid time: fronti tuz, quam ſigno 
Crucy armaſti ? S. Auguſt. 
P He ought to fear nothing, to 
be alhamed of nothing, who 
bears upon his Forehead 

the Sign of the Croſs. 


For the 14th Day. 
\ # 


of the Uſe of Grace. 


Ts 'E have not the leaft 
Grace, but what Fe- 

ſs bought for us with the Price 
of his Bloqd, and begged for 
us of his Father, when he ſar- 
} Tendred up his Soul upon the 
Croſs, To negledt a good 
Thought, which comes to us 
from Heaven, to ſtifle an In- 
ſpiration, which incites us to 
co well, is to tread under foot 
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36 Chritian Thoughts. 


the Blood of Feſus; it 1s to 
render the Benefit of his 
Death of no uſe. 

2. We are indebted to God 
not only for the Graces we 


have received, but alſo for 


tnole he intended to give us, 
had we put no Obſtacle there- 
unto. The Sun ſhines, we 
fhut our Windows, we are noC 
therefore the leſs obliged to 
him for his Light; it 1s our 
own fault we make not uſe 
of it. 

3- It 1s perhaps aboveT wen- 
ty Years, tince God has been 
Inſpiring into you Things 
Which you have not yet the 
Courage to pertorm. To he 
ſo long a time in the Holy 
Ghoſt's School, and to make 
no Improvement; to be ſo of- 
ten Sollicited, Reprehended, 
and Threatned, and yet to do 
nothing! Let us remember 
that God is a Creditor, in 
whoſe Debt no Body Breaks; 
anc! 
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and that rf he exacts not pre- 
fently the Payment of our 
Debts, he will require great 
Intereſt for the Forbearance 
and in fine, That there is a 
certain Meaſure of Graces 
ani Sins, after which God 
withdraws himſelf. 

Give Thanks to the Holy 
Ghoſt for all the Graces he 
has beftowed on you: Beg 
Pardon of Him for not having 
always Faithfully made—uſe 
of them: Hearken to what 
ke ſays to you at preſent, and 
fear, that 1f you neglect do- 
ing what he Inſpires into you, 
he will at laſt forſake you. 

Cut multum datum eſt, multum 

quaretur ab eo. LUC. 12. 

To whom much is given, much 
ſhall be required of him. 
Graritam ſequitur Fudicium. Ste 

Bail. 

Grace 1s followed by Tudg- 


ment, 
For 


338 Chriftian Thoughts, 
For the 15th Day. 
Of the Uſe of Time. 


"Me HE loſs of time is one 

of the greateſt Diſor- 
ders of the World. This Lite 
is ſo ſhort, every Moment 
thereof is ſo Precious, and 
yet we live as if it would ne- 


ver have an End, or as if we 


had nothjng to do in it. 

2. Alas! had a Damned 
Soul but One Only Moment 
of all that Time which I {quan- 
der away, what uſe would he 
make of it? In every Mo- 
ment of my Lite I might gain 
an Eternity of Happineſs. We 
. let not flip anyOpportunity of 
Diverting or Enriching our 
Selves; but we continually 
loſe the Opportunities of our 
Salvation. 

2+ That Day is not beit em- 
Ployed, wherein you hare 
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Christian Thoughts, 5g 
made the greateſt Progreſs in 
your Temporal Afﬀairs; but 
that wherein you have done 
moſt good Works, and where- 
with God is beſt pleaſed. Sg 
order your ſelf,that when ever 
you ſhall be askt what you are 
doing, you may an{wer, I am 
doing the Works of God and 
my Salvation. 

Renew in your ſelf the Re- 
ſolution you hare taken, to 
ſerve God faithfully 5 and lay 
it cloſe to Heart, thatall time 
13 loſt, which 1s not ſpent in 
Goct's Service. 

Nemini dgdit ſpatium peccandis 

Eccleh-14- 

God allows no time for Sin. 
Vacat tibi ut Philoſophrs firs, 101% 
vacat ut Chriſtianus ſis. Sto 

Paulin, 

You hare time enough to Stu- 
dy Philofophy; but you have 
no time to Prattice Chrifti- 


anity, 
For 


40 Chnistian Thoughts, 
For the 16th Day. ( 


Of the Uſe of the Sacra- 


melts. 


L. HE Sacraments are 
the Conduit-pipes 
which convey unto us the 
Blood and Merits of Feſs | 
Chrift : They are the Sources #& 
of thoſe Graces that are moft 
necetlary tor our Salvation. 
When they are abuled, the 
Merit of Feſus Chriſt are ren- 
dred uſeleſs, and our Saiya- | 
tion is made impollible. | 
2. Toabule the Sacraments, 
is to hinder theirEffe&t,by the 
11] Diſpoſition wherewith we 4 
approach them. How much ' 
reaſon have we to fear ! So ma- 
ny Confeſſtons, and lo little 
Amendments ? To cat fo oft- 
ten the Heavenly Food, and 
continually lead a SCnlyal Lite! 


So. 
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Chriſtian Thouohts, 4.y 
A Chriſtian, who has once 
worthily Communicated, has 
ſtrength enough to: undergo 
Martyrdom ; What State then 
are you in! 

2. That which ought to 
make us tremble,is, that when 
we receive the Body of our 
Lord without a true Sorrow 
for our Sins, we eat, as {aita 
St. 7aul, our own Judgment, 
and incor porate in us (as we 
may lay) our own Damnation, 
What will become of us, when 
we muſt make reparation to 
the Blood of Fejus Chriſt, which 
we have lo often profaned by 
Unworthy ana vSacrilegious 
Communions |! 

Contider what has been .a- 
mils in your Conteſfions and 
Communions, and endeavour 
{0 to dilpoſe your ſelf, as doth 
a lanCtihed Sou), that never 
approaches the Sacraments, 


| but as if ſhe were to depart 


this World immediately after 


the receiving —— ba 
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For the 16th Day. 


Of the Uſe of the CaCr a= 


melts. 


L. HE Sacraments are 

| the Contduit-pipes 
which convey unto us the 
Blood and Merits of Feſzs 
Chriſt : They are the Sources 
of thoſe Graces that are moſt 
neceflary tor our Salvation. 
When they are abuled, the 
Merit of Feſs Chriſt are ren- 
dred uſeleſs, and our Sa!ya- 
tion is made impollible. 

2. Toabule the Sacranents, 
.is to hinder theicEftet,by the 
i!l Diſpoſition wherewith we 
approach them. How much 
reaſon have we to tear ! So ma- 
ny Confeſſons, and lo little 
Amendments ? To cat fo oft- 
ten the Heavenly Foot, and 
continually lead a denfyalLite? 
A 
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A Chriſtian, who has once 
worthily Communicated, has 
ſtrength enough to undergo 
Martyrdom: What State then 
are you in! 

2. That which ought to 
make us tremble,is, that when 
we receive the Body of our 
Lord without a true Sorrow 
for our Sins, we eat, as {aita 
St. Paul, our own Judgment, 
and incor porate in us (as. we 
may laf) our own Damnation. 
What will become of us, when 
we muſt make reparation to 
the Blood of Fejus Chriſt, which 
we have to often profaned by 
Unworthy ana Sacrilegions 
Communions ! | 

Contider what has bden_a- 
mils in your Contetfions and 
Communions, and endeavour 
{0 to dilpoſe your ſelf, as doth 
a {anctined Son), that never 
approaches the Sacraments, 
but as if ſhe were to depart 


| this World immediately after 


the receiving them, Pro 


42 Chriſtian Thoughts, 

Probet ſeipſum homo. 1 Cor. 11. 

Let a Man try himſelf, 

P anitentivas dico, uid prodeſt, 
quia humiliamini, fu on mu a- 
mini? St. Aug. 


"I ſpeak to the Penitents, What | 


are you the better tor being 
humbled, it you are not al- 
{0 changed ? 


For the 15th Day. 
Of tne Euchariſt. 


mm. 


m_ 
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Commemoration and 
Renewing ofthe Sacrifice of 
the Crois, Hereby we re- 


preſent in our Churches, what 


was once done upon Mount 
Calvary, I can do nothing 
more pleaſing to God, than 
td be a frequent Partaker ot 
this Holy Myſtery; which that 
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I way worthily be, I muſt v-\ 


nite 


Chriſtiaz Thoughts: 43 
nite my Heart with Fejis 
ChriſPs, for to offer them both 
} to God. 
oh 2. We offend God every 
ws Hour; and our Sins merit no 
{ leſs than inhnite Pains. How 
RE ſhall we fatistie the Drivins 
1s Juſtice, but by preſenting 

thereunto the Sufferings ot 

| our Lord, infteal of rio'> 
Wiich we. arc: indebred 2 All 
the Auiſteritics of the Peni- 
tents, alt the Tormenrs of th= 
Martyrs, all the _—_— QF. 
the Mi! erable , 1nnot: di{- 
charge the leaſt © of our Debts 
without tye SACTIHCE Of The 
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4 Crols,” tie. :N:orirs” whereot 
Pp ' are appuecd tou oy this Com- 
Rn mNemvraiive-Sacrince of the 

Holy Eucl:: 111't, 
1at i J I ND, 4 
1 3- Apparently God could 
| not ſufer unpunithed 16 muci 
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wat | the molt Licentious Fown 
SA. continual Crelvbration oy 
tite. E tTik 
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this Memorial of his moſt 
Blefſed Son's Immolation up. 
on the Croſs. The repre- 
ſentation of this Well-bela- 
ved Sacrifice ftays the Arm of 
his | If our Sins cry 
for Vengeance, the Blood of 
Feſus cries for Mercy. Let 
us adore the Son of God, who 
was Sacrificed for us, and lex 
us £0 often to pay him our 


Homage at the Feet of his | 


| 


— 


Altars. What a ſhame it i-, 


that the Church, which 1s 
his Court, ſhould be to defo 
late, while the Palaces oi 
Earthly Princesare fo throng, 
ed with People ! 

Take a Reſolution of going 


frequently to Holy Commu- ' 


nion, and that with ſuch Re- 
verence, as 1s due to fo Sacred 


_— — 


a Myſtery. Go therefore un- | 
to the Church, as it you were | 


going to Mount Calvary, for 
to be preſent at the Death 
or Feſus Chriſt, 

| I 
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In omni loco [acificatur, & offer- 


tur Nomini neo oblativ munda, 


Malach. 1. 


In every place (faith God ) 
there is Sacrifice, and an 


Holy Offering is made unto: 


my Name. 


Tunc were pro nobys beſtia erit 


Deo, cum nofmetipſos kotiana 


tecerimus. St. Greg. 

Fejus will then be truly a Sa- 
crifice for us, When we ſhall 
have ſacrificed our (clves to 
Gocl. 


For the 18th Day. 
Of Aln:s. 


Is OW much are we 0- 
bliged to Feſus Chriſt, 

for affording us the Means to 
do him good by ſubſtituting 
C 2 the 


4.6 Chriſtian Thouzhts, 
the Poor in his place. He js 
in the Euchariſt, to auzment 
our Devotions, and to nourith 
the Faithful. He 3s in the 
Poor, to atiradt our Compalii- 
on, and tv be nouriſhed by 
the Faithtul. Happy is the 
Man that gives Alms to Feſs 
_ Chriſt ; but unhappy 13 he that 
 refules it, You feed your 
Pog with your own Hand,an( 
you let Fefus Chriſt Die fer 
Hunger. What Injuſtice | 
what Barbarity is this ! 

2. Wat is given to Grear 
Perſons, is moſt commonly 
loſt; what i>217-a ro Gul, 13 
never lo, He returns all with 
Intereſt, he repay» all liberally, 
even toa Glatsot cold Wate1. 
Gaming, Luxury, and De- 
bauchery, have Ruincd a 
Thouſand Families 3 giving 
of Alms never yet Impo- 
veriſhed One. To do gour! 
to the Poor, is certainly a 

great 
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oreat Art of gathering Rich- 
CS. 

3. Men at the Day of Judg- 
ment thall be Sentenced ac- 
cording as they have dealt by 
the Poor. What will ſo ma- 
ny Rich Miſers anſwer, when 
the Poor ſhall accuſe: them ? 
When Feſas Chriſt himſelf ſhall 
reproach them with their 
Hardneſs of Heart, ſaying, Go 
ye Curſed into Everlaſting Fire : 
For 1 was Hunpry, and ye gave 
me mot to Fat 5 [was Naked, and 
ye Cloathed me not.&c. An Heart 
hard to the Poor, is, a Repro- 
bate Heart; on the contrary, 
a Soul truly charitable, is a 
Soul predefſtinated. What can 
our Juage ſay againſt us, when 
he ſhall ſee our Cloaths upon 
his Back, our Bread and our 
Money in his Hands? We 
need fear nothing before the 
Tribunal of Divine Juſtice, 
provided the Poor plead our 
Caule, 

2 Con- 


- 
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Contider how you deal w:it!h 
the-Poor, whether you treat 
them as the Members of Fe/: 
Chriſt ; whether you do them 
all the Good you are 0bliged 
to do. 


Feneratur Domino, qui miſcretur 
panperis. Proverb. 19. 


He that pitieth the Poor, put- 


teth his Money to ule ro 
our Lord. 
Date omnibus, ne, cui non dede- 
rity ipſe ſit Chriſtss. St. Aug. 
Give Alms to all that defire ir, 
left you ſhould chance to re- 
fuſe Chrif himſelf, 


For the 19th Day. 
Of Example. 
i. TEL Example hat! Dam- 


ned more S04ls, than all 
$57 


/ 


— 


Chritian Thoughts. My 
the Saints have ever been adle 
to Save. If Hell were opened, 
there would ſcarce one be 
found, but would tay, Such an 
one has been the Occation of 
my Damnation. What ac- 
count can we give of this * 
We are commanded to love 
our Enemies, why do we caule 
the Ruin of ſo many Souls, 
which do us no harm ? Fhat 
Man who has been ſo unhappy, 
as to deſtroy Souls, ranſomec 
by the Blood of God, has great 
reaſon to be fearful of his own 
Salvation. What hopes can 
we have in Fejus Chit, after 
we have Raviſhed trom him 
what Coſt him to Dear ? 

2. O ye Parents, who ive 
not like Chrittians, it were 
better your Children had ne- 
ver been Borna,than to beBorn 
of you ' You gave them Lite, 
only that you might give them 
Death, even Death Everlaft- 
mg. When they ſhall ask you 

E: 4 for 


OE Ta 


—— 
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for tkeir Paradiſe at the Day 
of ſudgment, what anſwer will 
you make them 2? 

3. Let us cloath our ſelves 
with Feſus Christ, according to 
the words of St. Paul, let his 
Spirit, his Conduct, his Vir- 
tues be oblerved in us, that fo 
thoſe who ſec us may remem- 
her him. We contfridute n0 
leſs to the Salvation of our 
Brethren by an ecdlitying Life, 
than to their Damnation by a 
Scandalous One. 

Haye a Care you do no- 
thing to Scandalize your 
Neighbour, and beg Pardon 
ot God for the Sins of others, 
wiereof you have been 'the 
Cauſe. Have we not Crimes 
enough of our own, without 
loading our ſelves with thoſe 
of others ? 

Ve homini, per quem ſcandaiun 

venit. Mat. 13. 

Woto him by whom Scandal 

COMC2>e 
F:9 
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Fro tautis rea, quainsos ſecunt 
traxerit t4 1407s. Salviane 
A dScand.oi Singer 15 guilty 
of all the Sine, Which his e- 
VII Example has occationed. 


© 


For the 2th Day. 


Of Sufferins. 
AYY, E are not Chriſtians, 


thar we OR: d be 
Rich, and live at eaſe ; There 
was no necd of Cl: "Rianity 
for thisz there Was 20 more 
to have: been done, but to 
kave left the Worid as it was, 
uncr the Empire of Opinion 
and Paſhon. The Chriſtian 
Lite iS a Life of Niortihcation 
and Penaiice. Unicts we love 
the Crol:, we mult renounce 
tie Faith. 
2. What faith the Goſpel ? 
Þleffed are thois that mourn, 
C5 Wo 


_-_ 
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Wo to you, O Rich Men, tha 
have your Conlolation in th 
World. This 13 the Langue: 

of the Holy Ghoſt. But thi 
Language ſeems at preſent 
Barbarous, and fuch 2s can- 

not be underftoo! any. where 
but in Carndda, Fpar, and ſuch 
like places, where the Faith- 
rul ſuffer Martyrdom. This 
Article of Suffering muſt be 


Oo 
ww 
x 
'> 


blotted out of the Goſp?! of 


Eurep:. Do we be Ute Ye. tidr 
Felicity confift> in Tears, anc! 
thatthe Rich are unhappy 7 
In the mean timc thiz 15 an 


Article of Faith, the heliet 


whereof is no leſs neceflary 
fo Salvation, than that of th: 
Trinity an{ Incarnation. 

2. It was neceſſary tor tle 
Son of God to Die on the 
Crols, that he might take Pol- 


ſelhon of his Glory : None ot 


the Saints entered into Hea- 
yen, but by the way of hare 
1. £8. Do we expett that what 


he 10) 


& 
. 
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las Coſt the Son of God and 
the Saints fo dear, ſhould coſt 
us nothing 2 The Crols is the 
Portion and Mark of the E- 
le. A Soul, which neither 
ſuffers, nor is willing to ſut- 
fer any thing, has the Cha- 
rater of a Reprobate. We 
muſt on neceflity ſutter either 
in this World or the netr. 
Adore Fejus Chri Crucih- 
ed, and beg of him the Grace 
to participate now of his Sut- 
terings, that you may one 
Day participate of his Glory. 
Cut non bajulue Crucem ſun, 
101 ext me dignus. 1.UC. 14. 
He that beareth not his Crols, 
15not worthy of me. 
Pulcas fub ſpinats capite mem- 
bium fiert delicatum. St, Bern. 
Wiat a ſhame 1s it to bea 
delicate Member under 


an FHlead Crgwned with 
I horns ? 


For 


COONEY 7 IO Ab. 
4 
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For the 21ſt Day. 


Of Conformity to the Will 
of God. 


H E--greateſt Happi- 

nels thas can arrive 
to a realonable Creature, is 
co will, what his Creator 
wills. It is truly in this that 
frue Santtity coaliſts. The 
Saints are not Saints, but be- 
cauſ2 their Will is conform to 
GoPs. What Vertne lvever 
you have if you have uot this, 
You are not truty Devout, 

2. That: Soul that--15--1iot 
content with what God will-, 
in ſome ſort intrenchies upu:: 
his Authority, To with that 
the things of this Worl? 
ſhould go Dtherwiſe than tncy 
do, iS FG aefire that Go:! 
ſhould not be the Diſppter 


thoxgot, There 13 nothing, Dc- 
| tatts 


© 
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falls us, but by the Order of 
his Divine Providence. Is-1t 
not fit chat we ſhould be pleai- 
ed with all that his Innnjite 
Wiſlom ordains * 

2 Nothing comes upon me 
by the ore of God, but what 
is for my good. Should he 
take up he Knife to kill me, 
T am certain That nis Hand 
would be guided Dy his Heart. 
What call I tear from an 
Heart that love: me? | will 
then only, wiiat he wills. I 
Will not complain ot Heat, of 
Cold, of Lofſes, or Sickneſtes, 
©c, All this changes both its 
Name and Nature by paſhng 
through the Hands of God. 
What the World calls Ill 
Timcs, Aﬀeiction, Dilgrace, 
!; an Advantage, £00d For- 
tune and Favour from Hea- 
ven, when we conlider 1t 1n- 
the Order of Proviilence. 

_—_ NCC = own Wl, 
and pray to God that his may 
Le a-compli{ſht in you. - lis 


6. Fay» 
— —— 
OR 
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1t1 Pater, quiz fic fuit placitum 
aniete. Mat. 11. . 

I] will have it fo, O Father, be. * 
caule it is your Wall. 


Ile placet Deo, cui placet Dew, 
St. Aug. 

[f we will pleaſe God, we muft 
be pleaſed with what pleaſes 
God. 


_ —_— 


For the 22d Day. 
Of Confidence in God. 


Is Man truſts his Health 
to a Phyſician, his 
Law-Afﬀairs to an Attorney, 
his Life, if he be blind, ta a 
Child, and ſometimes to a 
Dog ; and ſhould we make a 
ditfculty of giving our ſelves 

up to the Condutt of God ? 
2. The Cares of Providence 
Extend even vato Ants and 
Flies; 


o6 
1s 
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Flies: Why then ſhould Souls 
fear, that are. Created after 
the Image of God, and Re- 
deemed by the Blood of Feſys 
Chriſt 2 God nonriſhes the In+ 
hdels that know him not; he 
heaps many favours on the 
wicked that blaſpheme his 
Holy Name: What then will 
he not do for thoſe Chriſtians 
that honour and love him ? 

>, Our Concerns are much 
herter in his Hands, than they 
would be in our own. Let us 
I-ave him to att; he 18 both 
our Father ani! Mother, The 
tenderneſs he has for his Chil- 
dren,obliges him to take Care 
of them. He has promiſed us 
his ProteC&tion, he will not 
be worle than his Word. 
Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs 
away, before God will ſuffer 
a good Man, that has con- 
fiderice in him, to periſh, 

Examine your Heart, and 
fee, whether is has a Confi- 

dence 


wp, 
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dence proportionabi: to the 
Goodnets of God, and'Merits 
{ of Feſus Chriſt. 
Deus meus es me In maithys tut; 
| ſortes mea. Plial. 20. 
Thou art my God; My Lot 
: is in thy Hands. 


* Projicete inenm, non ſe ſubtra- 
*Þ her, ut cad4s. St. Auguſt. 
* of = . 
{ Caſt ycur lelf into the Arms 
. of God, he will not go back 
1} ; 
, to I-t you fall. 
ibm: JE Mo 
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For the 23d Day. 
Of the Love of God. 


tw 


1. > OD has 1o loved us, 
as to give us his 0n- 
| ly Son, Had he had any thing 
better, he woulq have given 
it us. Is not the Purchale 
| of our Love dear enough at 
this Price? Am indifferent . 
Bounty 


> 
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Bounty has a Right to be 
Beloved, why then ſhould not 
I love an [nfinite One - What? 
I; it ever a Whit the leſs for 
being Infinite ? 

3. "Go d commands me to 
love him : Is it too ſevere a 
Command to love a Beauty 
that is infinitely Amiable ? 
He commands me to love him 
with all my Heart: Is. fo 
Little an Heart too much for 
ſo Great a God ? But he that 
iays All, excepts Nothing. 
What part foever I give him, 
if I give him not all, I give 
him not enough. 

3. Could Eternity have an 
end, the Devils themſelves 
would not think the Pains of 
Hell too great, might they by 
undergoing them, obtain the 
Grace to love God. There 1s 
not one Damned Soul, but 
would think himſclf happy, 
if after innumerable Centu- 


ries of Sufferings, he could 


but 
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but make an At of Love. I 
can love God it I will, with- 
out: its coſting me any pain ; 
Not to do it, when one can, 
is an Evil greater than Hell it 
ſelf. 
.  Diſavow all other Love be- 
ſides the Love of God and 
endeavour to the utmoſt. of 
your power to love God above 
all things. 


St Charitatem non habuero, nihil 
Jum. 1 Cor. 13. 

' If T have not Charity, Iam 
nothing. 


St amare pigebat, redamare 201 
pigeat. St. Aug. 

If we had any ditfculty to love 
God at firſt, let us have 
none to loye him, after he 
has prevented us. 


For 


0 wy 
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For the 24th Day. 


Of the Love of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt. 


"NT ever coſt ſo 
Dear as my Soul ; the 


Price of it was a Divine Life. 
I deſerved Hell; the Devil, 
and all Creatures required, 
that I ſhould be puniſhed for 
myCrimes : Feſus Chriſt heark- 
ned only to his own Heart, 
which begged of him favour 
for me z he took pity on me, 
and gave even the laſt Drop 


; of his Blood for to Ranſom me. 
Thus, did I not belong to God 
| my Creator, I ſhould belong 


to Jeſus Chriſt my Redeemer. 
The leaft that i} ewe him, 1s 
to be thankful tv {im for the 
Good he has done mr: If I 
five him not Life for Life, I 
muſt at leaſt give him Love 
tor Loye, IP | 
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2, I givea Dog a Bone that 
ſignifies nothing to me ; For 
this nothing he loves me, 
he fawns upon me, he guards 
me: Feſus gives me his 
Graces, his Blood, his Merits, 


- al his Treaſures, and I con- 


tinue inſenfible. Learn, learn, 
thy Duty of a Beaſt, O un- 
grateful and unnatural Soul ! 
Thy Dog is thy Maſter, and 
thy Judge: If his Example 
reform not thy Heart, thou 
art more Brutal than the 
Beaſts themſelves. 

3. We have our Heart fo 
tender for our Friends, we 
are (0 ſenfible of the good Ot- 
fices they do us: Shall there 


be none but Feſus Chriſt, for - 


whom we will have Inlenſ1bi- 
lity and Ingratitude ? Which 
ot-our Friends was Crucihted 
for us ? 

Beg that you may love Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, of Feſus Chriſt him- 
ſelf; We cannot love him 
without Ihis Gracc. $4 


PF... 


Christian Thoughts. 6c 3 


Si quis non amet Dominum Te- 
ſum, fit Anathema. 1 Cor. 6. 


-\ Ifany one loves not our Lord 


my 


 Feſws Chriſt, let him be Ang- 
themas 


$i rotum me debeo pro fado, quid 
addam pro refefo, © refeto 
hoc modo ? St. Bern. 
{{f 1 already owe my ſelf to 
God for having Created 
me; what have I left to 
4 give him for having Re- 
i deemed me, and that in ſo 
exccll2ut a manner ? 


For the 25th Day. 
, Of the Love of our Neigh= 


CUT s 


EE Soul that loves not 
| . his Neighbour, can- 
| not truly ſay that he lovesGod. 
Whatever good Works we do, 
we 


OO 
_ . l my 
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we do nothing, it we. love not 
our Brethren. Martyrdom is 


Abominable before God with: { 


out Charity. 

2, This is my Command, 
faith Feſus, that you love one 
another, as | have loved you, 
Should Men have nothing in 
them amiable, but that they 
have been loved by #eſu 
Chrif, would not that be ſuth- 
cient to oblige me to love 
them cordially ? I ſhould he 
very {queamith, if I ſhould 
not love what my Saviour has 
joyed more than himlelt. 

3. Do I love Mankind as 
Feſus loved me? That 1s, am 
] ready to lay down my Eftate 


— 


” 


and my Lite for them ? How 
rarely is this Devotion found | 


in Chriſtendom ! And never- 


theleſs it is that of Feſus Chris, ' 
and conſequently of true | 


Chriſtians. 
Stir up in your ſelf Senti- 
ments ot Tenderneſs, for 
thole 


| 
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thoſe whom our Lord Feſy; 
Chrift has fo tenderly loved ; 
and make a firm Reſolution 
never to do any thing, that 
{hall wound the Charity you 
onght to bear your. Neigh- 
bour. 

Gui diltgit proxtmum, legem im- 
plevite ROM. 13. 

He that loves his Neighbour, 
has falflled the Law. 

Dilz(:9 fola dijcernit inter filios 
Dei, & filios Diabeli. St. 

Auguſt. 

Charity alone diſtinguiſhes 
the Children of God from 
the Children of the Devil. 


For the 26th Day. 
Of the Love of our Ene- 


Mes. : 
I Harity is lo proper to 
Chriſtianity, that we 
are 
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are obliged to love our very | 
Enemies. Feſus Chrif gave 
us both the Precept and Ex- 
ample thereof, God com- 
mands, and do we make a. dif- 
- ficulty of obeying ? God par- 
dons his Executioners'for his 
Death, and cannot we pardon 
our Brethren for a little In- 
jury? | 
2. There is no Mercy to be 
expected for a. Soul that re- 
fules to pardon. Godt will 
forgive us, as we forgive 0- 
thers. A Chriſtian that will 
take Vengeance, condemns 
himſelf by his ewn Mouth, 
as often as he Frecites our 
Lord's Prayer. We muſt 
love our Enemies; or hate | 
our lelvess 
}- Chriſtians that hate one | 
another, ſeem not to be of 
the ſame Religion ; For what | 
appearance is there,that thoſe | 
who cannot endure one Ano- | 
ther, ſhould approach the 
| ; ſame 
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lameAltar, cat the ſame Food, 
believe the ſame Patadite, 
and hope to be together fop 
Ever ? It isnot lawful for us 
to hate any but the Devils ; 
and it belongs only to the 
Damned to hate one another. 
There is not any more formal 
ſign of Reprobation, than not 
to pardon. A Soul that has 


' this Mark, is marked for Hell, 


Search your Heart at the 
Remembrance of Criſt Cru- 
cified, and if you find in it 
an hatred towards any Perſon, 
take Seritiments of Chari- 
ty, by Contemplating the 
Wounds of Feſus. 

Qui odis Fratrem ſuum,; homicids 

eſt. 1 Joan« 3. 

He that hates his Brother, is 

a Murderer. 

Vindicari vs Chriſtianus? Nous 
dum vindicatus eſt Chriſtus. Sts 

_ Augs 
Wilt thou, that art a Chriſti- 
an (eek tor Vengeance,when 
Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's Death-is not vet Re- 
venged ? 


a —_— 1 


For the 27th. Day. 


Of the Imitation of our 
Lord. 


; HE firft Man ruin- 
| ed himſelf by pre- 
ſumptuoully aiming to be like 
unto God. None of his Pofteri- F 
ty can be {aved,but by becom- 
ing like the Son of God. He 
made himſelfourPattern,when 
he took on him our Nature: 
We muſt be his Images. He is 
the Head of the Predeftinate 
not to reſemble him, is the 
fign ofa Reprobate. 

2. We with abundance of 
Care ſtudy the Modes oY 
Faſhions of the World, and 
we do not ſo much as make 
the leaft refleftion upon the 
Life of Feſus Chriſt. Courtiers 
4 trame 
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frame themſelves after the 
Pattern of their Prince: A 
Philofopher has had Scholars, 
that have imitated even his 
natural {mperteQions. Have 
I ever thought ſeriouſly upon - 
imitating the Virtues of the 
Son of God ? What a ſhame 
is it for me, that I have not 
yet advanced one ftep to fol- | 
low him ! What an Afﬀront * 
3s it to him to go before us, 
and to have no Budy come ate 

ter him! 
2+ What ſhall I- ſay at the 
Day of :Judgment, when LI 
ſhall be confronted with my 
Pattern ? When the Life of 
Feſus ſhall be oppoſed to mine, 
his Humility to my- Pride , 
his Wounds to my Delicacies, 
his Sweetneſs to my Way ward- 
neſs, 5c? Alas! Whata Mon- 
ſter is a Chriſtian without 
Chriftianity! Baptized, and a 
Slave to the Devil! Under 
the Character of a Croſs, a 
D 2 PaTI- 
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Partaker of the Fleſh and the 

World !l muſt then cither re- 

nounce my Baptiſm, and Pro- 

feſſion of a Chriſtian, or con- 
form my Lif: to my Saviour's, 

Chriſtianicy, to define it 

rightly, is nothing but the 

imitation of Feſus Chriſt, 

See if there appear in you 
any Mark of the Son of God, 
and whether thoſe that ſee 
you att as you do, can take 
you for a Diſciple of Feſus. 
Magiſter, ſequar te quocungq; ieris 

Mat. 8. 

My Divine Maſter, I will fol- 
low you Whicherioever you 
20. 

Sine cauſa ſum Chriſtianus, fe 
Chriſtum 10n ſ:quor. St. Bern. 

I am wrongtully called a Chri- 
ſtian, if I follow not the 
Footſteps of Feſis Chriſt. 


For 
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For the 28th Day. 
Of Zeal in God's Service. 


I. E T us have as much 

Zeal for God as he has 
for us: Let us labour for 
our Salvation with as much 
ardor” as he himſelf doth. 
All his outward Atts are for 
the perfettion of our Souls. All 
the Deſires of his Heart, all 
the Cares of his Providence, 
all the Tenderneſs of his Mer- 
cy, tend only to this end. 
What a ſubje& of Confuſion 
is this to a fluggiſh Soul ! 

2. To judge of God by our 
Lazineſs, one would ſay, that 
he Merits not to be ſerved, 
and his Rewards are a very 
{mall matter. What Idea can 
any one have of a Maſter, 
whoſe Servants ſerve him 1o 
Lazily,and without Aﬀection ? 
We diſhonour God, and decry 

D 3 his 
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his Service every time we ars 
negligent in performing what 
he requires of us. Unhappy 
is that Man who does the 
Work of God negligently. 
3- One Action done forGod, 
how little ſoever it be, 1s a 
thouſand times more valuable 
than all the Atts of Hero's and 
Conquerours. If we are fti- 
mulated with ſo much Cou- 
rzge in labouring for Vanity, 
what ought we not to do in 
working for Eternity ? Alas! 
How the Servants of the De- 
vils are rebutted by nothing ! 
They ſpare nothing, they ne- 
ver complain what Toil they 
undergo ! Is Feſus Chriſt let; 
conſiderable than the Devils ? 
Is Paradiſe leſs worth than 
Hell? Ah! Henceforward He!! 
ſhall be my School. Is it too 
much to ſerve God in the ſame 
Meaſure as the World and 
Devils are ſerved ? 
Examine your Condut in 
the 
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the ſervice of God; take nov- 
tice in what Actions you ſhew 
leaſt Courage, and animate 
your ſelf to do them hence» 
forward in a manner, worthy 
of the Maſter you ſerve. 

Spiritu feruventes, Domino ſervi- 
entes ROM. 12. | 

Be fervent, it 1s our Lord that 
you lerve. 

Quales imperus habebas ad Mun- 
dum, tales habeas ad Artificent 
Mundi. St. AUge 

Have for the Creator of the 


World, the ſame Ardor you ' 


have for the World. 
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For the 29th Day. 


Of the Contempt of the 
World. 


I. WV er a2 Man begins tof 
mind the World, he 


in ſome ſort ceales to be 
a Chriſtian. This profane 
World, ſo paſtionately loved 
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For its Grandeurs, for its Plea- 
ſures, for whatſoever flatters 
Self-love, it is the capital E- 
nemy of Feſus Chrift ; Their 
Maxims, their Commands, 
their Intereſts are contrary : 
We cannot ſerve them both 
together,we muſt break either 
with the one or with the other. 
2. We cannot take the 
World's part without violat- 
ing our Vows made in Bap- 
tiſm. When we renounced } 
Satan and his Pomps, we en- {| 
gaged our ſelves by a ſolemn 
and religious Oath, to tram- 
ple under Foot all that Worlds 
lings efteem. What perfidi- 
oulſneſs, what ſacriledge is it, 
to be after this an Idolater of 
Vanity, and to prefer the 
Goods of Earth before thoſe 
of Heaven / 
2; The World hath nothing 
worth the love of an Immor- 
tal Soul : It has not even 
wherewith to pay thoſe that | 
ſerve 
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ſerve it. Its Treatures, its Dis 
vertilements, its Honours nay 
| perhaps butie and embrace the 
Heart of Man ; but they can- 

not ſatisfhe or fill it. They are, 
to ſay the truth, only falſe 
| Goods, only llutons and Sha- 
| dows ; or rather, they are true 
| Evils. They make a Man 
| wicked, and hinder him not 
from being untorcunate. The 
| moſt Glorious Fortune is not 
} only vain and trail, but alfo 
| burthenſome, but alſo full of 
bitterneſs and diſcontents 3 
There are Sighings and Suf- 
ferings upon the Throne, as 
well as in Irons. 
Pray to our Lord to deſtroy 
in you the Spirit of the World, 


Yor oo. ©. 


4 and to give you ſtrength to 
\ condemn the Grandeurs of 
| this Lite. 


Quod Hominibus altum eſt, abo- 

minatio eſt ante Deum.LUC.16. 
What is great before the Eyes 
| of Men, is abominable jn the | 
fight of God, D 5 Fe | 
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Ve bis, qui baſerint tranſenntibus, 
quontam ſumul tranſeunt. St, 
AUS, 

Wo to thoſe that cleave to 
theſe unſtable things: For 
they pals away tozether 

i, With them. 


For the 3oth Day. 
| Of Penitence. 
G Epent,and believe the 


Golpel,faith our Lord, 
He joins thele two things to- 


gZether,for to teach us; that the 


Auſterities of Penance are in- 


ieparable from the Profeſhon 
of Chriſtianity, He was, du- 


Ting the Courſe of his Morcal 
Life, a God of Penance, who!- 
ly unployed in expiating our 
Sins,tor to appeaſe the Juſrice 
of God his Father : We mutt, 
according to his Example, b2 
Men of Penance. If the Saint 
of Saints has faſted, has wepty 
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Gc. what maſt Criminals and 
wicked Perſons do ? 

2. Sin muſt of neceſlity be 
puniſhed either by him that 
committed it, or by him as» 
2ainfſt whom it was commit- 
ted. Except Sinners chaſtile 
themlelves here during this 
prelent time, the Divine Ju- 
ſtice will chaſtiſe them hereaf- 


ter duringall Eternity. Thoſe 


Sins Which have not been 
walhed away by repentant 
Tears, will be puniſhed by E- 
fernal Flames, Is it not bet- 
ter to weep for a While, than 
to burn for ever ? 

3. It is not ſutfhcient for 
Our Teconciliation with Gol 
to proftrate our ſelves on the 
ground, to cover our Head 
with Athes, and our whole Bo- 
dy with Sackcloath. If you 
renounce not with your whale 
Heart this CriminalAﬀetCtion, 
this unjuft Gain, tc. you are 
a4 Impoſtor, and not a Penie 

| rents 
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78 Chriſtian Thoughts, 
tent. Prayers, Alms, Faſtings, 
all the Macerations of the 
Fleth, are but the Exteriors 
of Chriſtian Penance; the 
Hate of Sin 15 the Eſſence and 
Soul thereof. _ 

Beg pardon of God, for ha- 
Ying hitherto led a Life fo op- 
Mf1te to the Goſpel ; Ani at 
the ſame time pray to him 
for Grace to live hencefor- 
ward, as did the Ancient 
Chriſtians at the Auſterities 
of Penance. 
Niſi penitentiam feceritis, omnes 

ſiailiter peribitis. LUC. 13, 
Unlcſs ye repent, ye fhall all 
likewiſe periſh. 


Penitentibus dico, Cuid prodeſt, 

quia humiliamini, Þ 1011 muta- 
mint ? St, Aug. 
[ ſpeak to the Penitcnts, 
What .avails it you to be 
Humbled,unleſs your Lives 
be alſo changed ? 
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To prepare one's ſelf to 


Die well. 


F all the Moments of | 


our Life, that. is beft 
Employed, wherein we pre- 
pare our ſelves for-Death ; tor 
it is the moſt important of all 
our Afﬀairs, as our Lord him- 
ſelf advertizeth us in his Goſ- 
pel, ſaying, Be ready, for the 
Hour will come 61 which you think 
mot, Mat. 24. 24. And in the 
Parable of the Virgins, it is 


Kid, that thoſe who were 
found. prepared, entred in 


bug 


| 
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but the others were rejected, 
Mat. 25. 10. He then that 1s 
prepared, enters into Glory 
and he that is not, is rejetted, 
Our Lord Feſ#us Chriſt will ſur- 
Prize all thoſe that ſhall not 
bes found watching, when he 
fhall come in the Night, like 
a Thief that comes upon us 
ſuddenly Mrt. 24. 33. 

In the time of the Deluge 
there were but Eight Pertons 
that were prepared, and en- 
tred into the Ark for to ſave 
themſelves from drowning ; all 
the reſt were ſurprized and 
drowned in the Waters, 1 Pet. 
3. 20. Eccleſ. 11. 3. We mult 
Either periſh, or diſpoſe and 
prepare our ielves to Die well, 
foraſmuch as Death brings im- 
mutabilicy:; Where the Tree 
falls, there it will abide. Now 
of all times, there is none lets 
fit for to diſpoſe our' ſelves to 
Die, than the time when 
Death approaches; Ot which 


we 
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we could alledge an infinity of 
Reaſons : But the moſt ſenſi- 
ble of them all is Experience, 
which daily ſheweth us ſo ma- 


ny ſudden Deaths of all ſorts, 


whereby Perſons of all Ages, 
Sexes, and Conditions, are 
ſurprized. Theſe certainly 
are Arguments that convince 
both the Knowing and the 
Ignorant. There is not only 
Danger, but as it were, cer- 
tainty of Ruining our ſelves, 
by deferring and delaving our 
Converiion until that times 
Thou think'It not of it, there - 


-fore thou ſhalt be ſurprized. 
It is cercain, that the time of 


Death's approach is the moſt 
troubleſome and cumberiome 
of our Life. What ſhall ar- 
rive to all at the end of the 


World, arrives to every one 


in particular at the Hour of 
his. Death z that 1s, a change 
of State, or a palling from 
Time to Etcrnity, 

> When 
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When the poor ayin ng Per- 
is ready to pats out of the 


World, he tugs, and feels no- 
thing : This Soul Will ſuffer 


| and cannot: This Breaft ri- 


ſeth 3 he is not dead, neither 
is he living. The httle Life 
that is left him, is only put: 
him to pain. Ir is ſcarce polſt- 
ble that he who minds only 
his pain, ſhould be in condiri- 
on to diſpole himſelf tor Death. 
Experience ſheweth us, thar 
a fick Man is not capable of 
the leaſt buſineſs; He 1s ne- 
ver more feeble, never leſs at- 
tentive; he knows not what 
reſolution to take ; he grieves 
that ever he was born; he 
cannot tell what will become 
of him. At this time there 
will be no longer means to 
redrels any thing, there 1s no 
coming twice unto it. It 1s 
decreed, that all Men muſt 
once Die, and after Death 
Judgment, If I have not 

tearnt 


> 
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ſearnt the uſe of my Arms be- 
fore I come to the Battel, I 
ſhall not know how to fight 
when I muſt go to it, #eb. g. 
33. I muft then exerciſe my 
ſelf againſt the Combatez I 
muſt every Day prepare my 
ſelf, becauſe of the uncertain- 
ty of my Departure. Numerus 
annorum incertus eft, The num» 
ber of our Years is uncertain, 
F0b. 15. 

The reaſon why God hides 
from Man his laft Day, is, that 
he may prepare himſelf every 
Day. The firſt preparation 
is to live well, Luk. 12. 35. A 
Man that has led an ill Life, 
can hardly expe a good 
Death. Take lighted Torches 
in your Hands,for to keep you 


fcom being ſurprized ; morti- 


fie your Senſes; repreſs your 
Paſſions 3 diſengage your 
Heart from Criminal Aﬀedti- 
ons towards Creatures, du- 
ring the time of your Pilgri- 

mage 3 
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84 Chriftian Thoughts, 
mage; give good Example to 
your Children, Domelticks, 
and Inferiors, Pſal, 118. 54. 
For at your Death you mult 
not only leave all, but you muſt 
alſo give an account of your 
Sins, and of thoſe which have 
been committed through your 
ill Example, or Neglett in 
correcting them. We mult 
live every Day in the midft 
of our Afﬀeairs, as at the be- 
Sinning and end. The burn- 
ing Torches which our Lord 
would have us carry, ſignifie 
the good Works wherewith 
we ought to be accompanied. 
He that put the Talent in 
' the Napkin, was rejetted, and 
caſt into Darkneſs, as an un- 
profitable Servant, Luk. 9. 20. 
The Example teacheth us, 
that while we have time, we 
muft employ it in good Works, 
as being powerful means to 
Prepare us to Die well, 
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When you are engaged to 


' make ſome long Journey, you 


provide your felf with all 
things neceſſary: The Jour- 
ney, of Eternity is much 


| longer, wherefore you muſt 


diſpoſe of your Aﬀairs. There 
35 4 time to plant, another to 
pluck up, and another to 
gather, Eccleſ. 4.12. God has 
made a Bargain with Man 
for Life, but he has not made 
a Bargain for Death. The 
preſent Eftate is to work, the 
future to be recompenced. 
We have the preſent Life 
only to work in, and after 
this life there will be no lon- 
ger time to work. Let us 
live then to Day, as if we 
ſhould die to Morrow: In 
Life there are ſome Intereſts, 
in Death, there are none. 
That Man, ſaith St. Hierom, 
no Chriſtiay, who will live one 
Day in ſuch Eſtate, as he would 
20t Dis tithe 
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| A good Death is not found 
by chance 3 many things are 
required of us in Health for 
to have it. The friſt is to 
examine well the State of 
' our Soul in ſome time. of 
| the Year, (and not to expect, 
till the Night comes, where- 

In no Man can work) to the 
end we may ſpeedily remedy 

the Diſorders that are found 
therein. Secondly, we muſt 
make a general Confeſhon of 
our Sins, if there be need 
thereof: For in a great Sick- 
[neſs, it 1s difhcult, and mo- 
Tally impoſhble, to make a 

{ good Confeſhon; a Man can- 
' not without firength recal 
' Jus Memory, or think upon 
|. His Conſcience. Thirdly,when 
; yougo to Communion, go to 
| jtas if it were your laſt; For 
| either you are an Infidel in 
not believing what God has 
ſaid, or if you do believe him, 
you are very. imprudent in 
nor 
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not being obedient there- 
untv. | 
The Souldier goes to Bat- 

el, the Woman 1s ready to 

Lye in, the Merchant ſets 
forth to Sea, they muſt all 
prepare for Death, becauſe 
there is evident peril there- 
of: And for this purpoſe, 
many Obligations that have 
been omitted, muſt be per- 
formed. 1t you have an E- 
ſtate, and will diſpoſe there- 
of, make your Will whilſt you 
are in Health : We are not 
laved by deiigning to do good 
Works, but by doing them. 
As thou deſpiſeſt not the 
Grain which thou putteft in 
the Earth, {0 oughteſt thou 
not to deſpiſe thy Body at 
the end of thy. Life. Thus 
Foſeph gave commaad to his 
Brethren touching his Bu- 
Tial, Gem. 50s 25. Att by Ad- 
vice, and keep good Order, 
according to Charity and Ju- 
ſtice ; 
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; fice: Pay your Debts, make 
Satisfattion to thoſe you have 
endamaged; do Works of 
Mercy, Spiritual and Corpo- 
ral. Chuſe your ſelf a Spiri- 
tual Guide, that has Learn- 
ing, good Conſcience, and 
Prudence. The Penitent has 
no leſs need for a Phyſician 
for his Soul, than the Patient 
for his Body. Be careful ſo 
to clear your Conſcience , 
that at the laſt Account you 
may have your Diſcharge 
ready to produce in Judgment, 
having always that of the 
Apocalypſe in your mind, Es 
Judicati ſunt mortut, And the 
dead are Judged, Apoc. 10s 
I2, 
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